Growing Forever?

New Regulations and Victims of Chinese Plastic Waste Demand

The news coming from China in late February sent
out shockwaves: more or less overnight, the People’s
Republic had banned the import of post-consumer foils,
simultaneously ruining sales forecasts for global trade.

This example illustrates just how dependent the world
market has now become on China. Over the last decade,
the demand for recycling plastics has grown globally. China
has a particularly high need for raw materials. As a study by
the German Bonn-based waste and secondary raw material
consultancy company Ascon GmbH shows, this does not just

influence the Asian market: as China is the most important
market for used plastics worldwide, European markets - and
particularly the German market - are also affected.

Aside from this, anyone conducting business with this Asian
country must anticipate a number of problems, concludes
Sascha Schuh, Managing Director of Ascon GmbH. Firstly,
China is a Communist country that does not always see eye-
to-eye with Western political systems. Furthermore, China
can alter its laws and import regulations, close its harbours
and completely change its demand behaviour within a
matter of hours. All market participants should therefore be






